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Brian Bow is an Associate Professor of Political Science and Director of the Centre for the Study of
Security and Development (formerly Centre for Foreign Policy Studies) at Dalhousie University, a
research fellow with the Borders in Globalization project at University of Victoria, and a fellow at the
Canadian Global Affairs Institute. He holds a Ph.D. in Government from Cornell University. His ongoing
research projects include “The Political Management of Network-Driven Policy Coordination: Lessons
from North America and Europe” and “The Making and Unmaking of North America,” which explores
the history of regional integration in North America. Professor Bow’s recent publications include
“Legitimacy and Regional Integration: The North American Experience in Perspective” in The
Legitimacy of Regional Integration in Europe and the Americas (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015) and the co-
edited volume Regional Governance in Post-NAFTA North America: Building without Architecture
(Routledge, 2014). He was previously a visiting fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Center, American
University, Georgetown University, Carleton University, and the Australian National University.

Ernesto Castafieda is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at American University. He
holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from Columbia University. Professor Castafieda previously taught at
Columbia University, Baruch College-City University of New York, and the University of Texas-El Paso.
He conducts research on migration, urban issues, health disparities, vulnerable populations, and social
movements, and has published on remittances and development; integration and transnationalism;
hometown associations and diaspora organizations; urban exclusion; the border fence; transnational
families and the children of migrants left behind; health disparities within Hispanic, immigrant, public
housing, and homeless populations. Professor Castafieda is also currently working with CLALS as a co-
investigator on the project “Household Contexts and School Integration of Unaccompanied Migrant
Youth.”

Michael S. Danielson is Visiting Faculty at the University of California Washington Program (UCDC)
and Research Fellow at CLALS. Since receiving his Ph.D. in Political Science from American University,
he has taught Latin American politics and international affairs at George Washington University, and at
the NYU and Pepperdine University programs in Washington, DC. He is also the author of the
forthcoming book Emigrants Get Political: Mexican Migrants Engage their Hometowns (Oxford, 2017).
Professor Danielson’s research has been published in numerous peer-reviewed and policy-oriented venues
and he received Fulbright, National Science Foundation, and Gill Family Foundation grants to fund his
dissertation survey and field research. As a practitioner, he has consulted for the Jesuit Conference of
Canada and the United States and the Kino Border Initiative and previously served as a policy analyst for
the Children's Defense Fund and the Center on Policy Initiatives.
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Gaspare Genna is a Professor at The University of Texas at El Paso’s Political Science Department
where he teaches graduate and undergraduate courses regarding European Union politics, North
American relations, international relations, international organizations, and international political
economy. His research interests are in explaining the development and impacts of regional integration in
both economic and political dimensions. His work to date involves analyzing state incentives and
capabilities for integration as well as domestic public support. He is the co-author of Regional Integration
and Democratic Conditionality: How Democracy Clauses Help Democratic Consolidation and
Deepening (Routledge, 2014) and Efectos Regionales Del Libre Comercio: EI Caso Del Noreste De
México (Pearson, 2015), as well as coeditor of North American Integration: An Institutional Void in
Migration, Security and Development (Routledge, 2015).

Malcolm Fairbrother is a Professor in the Department of Sociology at Umea University (Sweden),
where he studies Canada, Mexico, the United States, and the creation of NAFTA. He was previously a
Reader in Global Policy and Politics at the University of Bristol (United Kingdom). Originally from
Vancouver, Canada, Professor Fairbrother holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of California-
Berkeley. He has published widely in various academic journals, including in the American Journal of
Sociology, “Economists, Capitalists and the Making of Globalization: North American Free Trade in
Comparative-Historical Perspective” (2014).

Tom Long is an Assistant Professor in New Rising World Powers in the Department of Politics and
International Studies at the University of Warwick (United Kingdom). He was previously a Lecturer in
International Relations at the University of Reading (United Kingdom) and a visiting professor in the
Division of International Studies at CIDE. He holds a Ph.D. in International Relations from American
University’s School of International Service. Professor Long studies U.S.-Latin America relations,
foreign policy, Latin American politics, and the role of small and middle powers in asymmetrical
relations. He recently published Latin America Confronts the United States: Asymmetry and Influence
(Cambridge University Press, 2015), which was named one of the best books of 2016 by Foreign Affairs.

Marcela Lopez Vallejo is an Assistant Professor at CIDE-Region Centro in Aguascalientes. She holds a
Ph.D. in International Relations and a Masters in North American Studies both from la Universidad de las
Ameéricas, Puebla (UDLAP). Her work centers on North American environmental politics, in particular
the politics of climate change. She is the author of Reconfiguring Global Climate Governance in North
America (Routledge, 2014) and co-author of Environmental Policy in North America: Approaches,
Capacity, and the Management of Transboundary Issues (University of Toronto Press, 2015).

Gerardo Maldonado is an Assistant Professor and Researcher in the International Studies Division at
CIDE, and a Doctoral Candidate in Political and Social Science at the Universidad Pompeu Fabra (Spain).
He is the co-author of the article “Revisiting the Dark Side of Political Deliberation. The Effects of Media
and Political Discussion on Political Interest” published in Public Opinion Quarterly (2014).

Inu Manak is a Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of Government at Georgetown University and a
Visiting Scholar at the Cato Institute, specializing in international political economy, with an emphasis on
trade and development. Her research focuses on the escalation of early stage trade conflicts and the role of
private actors at the World Trade Organization (WTO), and challenges to legal capacity building in
developing countries. Manak holds a M. A. in International Affairs at American University and a B.A. in
Political Science at Simon Fraser University (Canada).
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Claudia Maya is a Researcher at the Center for Research on North America (CISAN) and Professor at
the National Autonomous University of México (UNAM). She holds a Ph.D. in Economics from UNAM,
a Masters in Economics from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, and a Masters in Finance from the
UNAM School of Accounting and Business Administration. Her research focuses on the study of
international economics, in particular the changes in the North American financial system. She is
currently working on a research project titled “Transformacion de las estructuras financieras en los
Estados Unidos y Canada: un analisis prospectivo de la secularizacion.”

Asa McKercher is an Assistant Professor of History at Royal Military College of Canada and a Senior
Fellow at the Bill Graham Centre for Contemporary International History. He was previously an Assistant
Professor at McMaster University (Canada). He holds a Ph.D. in History from the University of
Cambridge. Professor McKercher’s research concerns the history of Canadian international relations with
a special interest in Canada-Latin America relations and in Canada-Cuba relations. Professor McKercher
is the author of more than a dozen articles and chapters, and recently published Camelot and Canada:
Canadian-American Relations in the Kennedy Era (Oxford University Press, 2016).

Clarisa Pérez-Armendariz is an Assistant Professor at Santa Clara University. She holds a Ph.D. in
Government from the University of Texas-Austin. Her research explores how international migrants
affect political and economic development in their origin countries, and specializes in Mexican politics
and in U.S.-Mexico migration. Her article “Do Migrants Remit Democracy? International Migration,
Political Beliefs, and Behavior in Mexico” (2009) was featured in the journal Comparative Political
Studies. Professor Pérez-Armendariz also served as a U.S. Foreign Service officer in Mexico City.

Jayesh Rathod is a Professor of Law at American University Washington College of Law, and founding
Director of the law school’s Immigrant Justice Clinic. He is currently serving as the Interim Director of
CLALS. Professor Rathod’s areas of expertise and scholarly interests include immigration law, labor and
employment law, occupational safety and health, and clinical legal education. Prior to joining the faculty,
he was a Staff Attorney at CASA of Maryland, representing low-wage immigrant workers on
employment law and immigration matters, and participating in worker education, organizing, and
advocacy efforts. He also practiced in the litigation section at Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering LLP, and was
law clerk to the Honorable Louis F. Oberdorfer, of the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia. He is a graduate of Columbia Law School and Harvard College. Professor Rathod has been
recognized for his innovative teaching, including the use of technology and the promotion of bilingual
education within U.S. law schools.

Gema Santamaria is an Assistant Professor of Latin American History at Loyola University Chicago
and a 2017-2018 Visiting Fellow at the Kellogg Institute for International Studies at the University of
Notre Dame. Previously, she was an Assistant Professor and Director of the Undergraduate Program in
International Relations at the Instituto Tecnologico Autonomo de México (ITAM). She holds a Ph.D. in
Sociology and History from The New School. Professor Santamaria’s research focuses on violence and
vigilantism in Mexico in the context of the relationship between the United States and Mexico. Her thesis
on lynching violence in Mexico won the Charles Hale Prize for best dissertation on Mexican history from
the Latin American Studies Association. She is the co-editor of Violence and Crime in Latin America:
Representations and Politics (University of Oklahoma Press, 2017), and held a fellowship at the
University of California-San Diego, Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies.

Daniela Stevens is a Ph.D. Candidate in Political Science at American University’s School of Public
Affairs. She is a recipient of the 2014 Tinker Field Research Grant, which supported her dissertation
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research titled “Uniting Behind Presidential Bills Even in a Divided Congress: Evidence from Mexico’s
National and Subnational Legislatures.” Her research focuses on national and subnational policies that put
a price on carbon emissions; she recently wrote a blog posting titled “Mexico: Environmental Initiatives
Likely to Stir Things Up” on American University’s Latin American Blog (AULA Blog) managed by
CLALS.

Adriana Vega is the Director of International Policy at the Canadian Chamber of Commerce and the
Executive Director of the Canadians Services Coalition. She holds a M.A. in International Affairs from
the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs at Carleton University (Canada), and was previously
a Policy and Research Manager at the UK India Business Council. Her research interests include
international business, trade policy, North American integration, emerging markets, and international
affairs.
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