
 
 

CENTER FOR LATIN AMERICAN & LATINO STUDIES 

4400 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, NW     WASHINGTON, DC 20016-8137    (202) 885-6178     FAX: (202) 885-6430 

www.american.edu/clals  

 

The Robert A. Pastor North America Research Initiative  

Workshop Participants 

El Colegio de México | August 23-24, 2018 

Robert Blecker is a Professor in the Department of Economics at American University (AU), and an 
Affiliated Professor with the School of International Service (SIS) and the Center for Latin American & 
Latino Studies (CLALS) at AU. He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from Stanford University and completed 
graduate studies at the Centro de Estudios Económicos y Demográficos at El Colegio de México. 
Professor Blecker’s research interests include international trade, open economy macroeconomics, the 
value of the dollar and the U.S. trade deficit, economic integration in North America, the Mexican 
economy, the limits to export-led growth strategies in developing countries, and U.S. trade policy. His 
teaching fields include international economics, macroeconomics, history of economic thought, and 
political economy. Most recently he wrote “Trumping the NAFTA Renegotiation: An Alternative Policy 
Framework for Mexican-U.S. Cooperation and Economic Convergence” (ECLAC, 2017). 

Brian Bow is an Associate Professor of Political Science and Director of the Centre for the Study of 
Security and Development (formerly Centre for Foreign Policy Studies) at Dalhousie University, a 
research fellow with the Borders in Globalization project at University of Victoria, and a fellow at the 
Canadian Global Affairs Institute. He holds a Ph.D. in Government from Cornell University. His ongoing 
research projects include “The Political Management of Network-Driven Policy Coordination: Lessons 
from North America and Europe” and “The Making and Unmaking of North America,” which explores 
the history of regional integration in North America. Professor Bow’s recent publications include 
“Legitimacy and Regional Integration: The North American Experience in Perspective” in The 
Legitimacy of Regional Integration in Europe and the Americas (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015) and the co-
edited volume Regional Governance in Post-NAFTA North America: Building without Architecture 
(Routledge, 2014). He was previously a visiting fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Center, American 
University, Georgetown University, Carleton University, and the Australian National University. 

Rodolfo Casillas is a Professor and Researcher at FLACSO-Mexico. He holds a Ph.D. in History from 
Universidad Iberoamericana, and was previously a researcher at El Colegio de México. His research 
interests include migration, human trafficking, and organized crime in Central and North America. He is 
the editor of Aspectos sociales y culturales de la trata de personas en México (Inacipe, 2013). Prof. 
Casillas most recently contributed an article to the edited volume Handbook of Migration and 
Globalisation (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2018), “Migrants Passing through Mexico: A Look at what the 
Trump Presidency May Bring.” 

Manuel Ángel Castillo is a Professor at the Center for Demographic, Urban, and Environmental studies 
at El Colegio de México. He holds a Masters in Urban Development from El Colegio and a specialization 
in Public Administration from the Escola Nacional de Serviços Urbanos in Rio de Janeiro. His research 
focuses on violence, politics, Central American migration, and the sociopolitical dimension of borders. 

Alejandro Castañeda is a Professor and Researcher at the Center for Economic Studies at El Colegio de 
México. He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from Stanford University. His research interests include 
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technology innovation and competency, oligopolistic dynamics, industrial productivity, and market 
power. He is the author of “Supermarkets: Price Competency” in the Journal of Mexican Economics. 

Ernesto Castañeda is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at American University. He 
holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from Columbia University. Professor Castañeda previously taught at 
Columbia University, Baruch College-City University of New York, and the University of Texas-El Paso. 
He conducts research on migration, urban issues, health disparities, vulnerable populations, and social 
movements, and has published on remittances and development; integration and transnationalism; 
hometown associations and diaspora organizations; urban exclusion; the border fence; transnational 
families and the children of migrants left behind; health disparities within Hispanic, immigrant, public 
housing, and homeless populations. His most recent publication, A Place to Call Home: Immigrant 
Exclusion and Urban Belonging in New York, Paris, and Barcelona, was published by Stanford 
University Press in 2018. Professor Castañeda is also currently working with CLALS as a co-investigator 
on the project “Household Contexts and School Integration of Resettled Migrant Youth.” 

Michael S. Danielson is Visiting Faculty at the University of California Washington Program (UCDC) 
and a former Research Fellow at CLALS. Since receiving his Ph.D. in Political Science from American 
University, he has taught Latin American politics and international affairs at George Washington 
University, and at the NYU and Pepperdine University programs in Washington, DC. He is also the 
author of Emigrants Get Political: Mexican Migrants Engage their Hometowns (Oxford University Press, 
2017). Professor Danielson’s research has been published in numerous peer-reviewed and policy-oriented 
venues and he received Fulbright, National Science Foundation, and Gill Family Foundation grants to 
fund his dissertation survey and field research. As a practitioner, he has consulted for the Jesuit 
Conference of Canada and the United States and the Kino Border Initiative and previously served as a 
policy analyst for the Children's Defense Fund and the Center on Policy Initiatives. 

Alexandra Délano Alonso is an Assistant Professor of Global Studies at The New School in New York 
City. She holds a Ph.D. in International Relations from the University of Oxford. Professor Délano works 
largely on U.S.-Mexico migration, and her book Mexico and its Diaspora in the United States: Policies of 
Emigration since 1848 (Cambridge University Press, 2011) was the co-winner of the William M. 
LeoGrande Prize for the best book on U.S.-Latin America Relations. Professor Délano is an associate 
editor for the journal Migration Studies and co-director of the Zolberg Institute on Migration and Mobility 
at The New School. Her latest book, From Here and There: Diaspora Policies, Integration, and Social 
Rights beyond Borders was published by Oxford University Press in 2018. 

Gerardo Esquivel is a Professor in the Center for Economic Studies at El Colegio de México. He holds a 
Ph.D. in Economics from Harvard University. His research interests include income inequality in Mexico 
since NAFTA, growth and development, remittances, and political economy, among other topics. He is 
the co-editor of Growth, Protectionism and Crises: Latin America from a Historical Perspective 
(University of Chicago Press, 2007), and many articles, including “Desigualdad Extrema en México. 
Concentración del Poder Económico y Político” (OXFAM, 2015) and “A Decade of Falling Inequality in 
Mexico: Market Forces or State Action?” in Declining Inequality in Latin America: a Decade of 
Progress? (Brookings Institution Press, 2010). 

Malcolm Fairbrother is a Professor in the Department of Sociology at Umeå University (Sweden), 
where he studies Canada, Mexico, the United States, and the creation of NAFTA. He was previously a 
Reader in Global Policy and Politics at the University of Bristol (United Kingdom). Originally from 
Vancouver, Canada, Professor Fairbrother holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of California-
Berkeley. He has published widely in various academic journals, including in the American Journal of 
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Sociology, “Economists, Capitalists and the Making of Globalization: North American Free Trade in 
Comparative-Historical Perspective” (2014). 

Gaspare Genna is a Professor at The University of Texas at El Paso’s Political Science Department 
where he teaches graduate and undergraduate courses regarding European Union politics, North 
American relations, international relations, international organizations, and international political 
economy. His research interests are in explaining the development and impacts of regional integration in 
both economic and political dimensions. His work to date involves analyzing state incentives and 
capabilities for integration as well as domestic public support. He is the co-author of Regional Integration 
and Democratic Conditionality: How Democracy Clauses Help Democratic Consolidation and 
Deepening (Routledge, 2014) and Efectos Regionales Del Libre Comercio: El Caso Del Noreste De 
México (Pearson, 2015), as well as coeditor of North American Integration: An Institutional Void in 
Migration, Security and Development (Routledge, 2015). 

Guadalupe González is a Professor and Coordinator in the Project for Public Opinion and Mexican 
Foreign Policy at El Colegio de México. She is a Ph.D. Candidate at the University of California-San 
Diego and holds a Masters in Sociology from the London School of Economics. 

Louis Goodman is Professor and Dean Emeritus of the School of International Service at American 
University. He holds a Ph.D. from Northwestern University, and is an Affiliated Professor of Sociology at 
AU. Under his leadership, SIS became the largest school of international relations in the United States.  
Previously, Professor Goodman served on the faculty of Yale University’s Department of Sociology and 
as Director of the Latin American and Caribbean Programs of the Social Science Research Council and 
The Wilson Center. Professor Goodman carries out research on social change and politics in Latin 
America and in Asia. His current research focuses on public goods, regional alliances, and development. 
He has published widely on civil-military relations in Latin America, on foreign investment in developing 
countries, and on determinants of career success for blue-collar workers. He has authored many texts 
including The Military and Democracy in Latin America (Heath-Lexington, 1990) 

Eduardo Guerrero Gutierrez is a Security Consultant at LANTIA Consultores, S.C. He is a Ph.D. 
candidate in Political Science at the University of Chicago and holds a Masters in Political Science from 
the University of Delaware. He is an expert in criminal violence analysis, transparency, and access to 
information. 

Carlos Heredia is an Associate Professor at CIDE, where he was Chair of the Department of 
International Studies from 2010 to 2013. He served as a Member of Mexico’s 57th Congress from 1997 to 
2000. Professor Heredia holds an undergraduate degree from McGill University (Canada), and pursued 
doctoral studies at the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM). He is a founding member 
and current Vice President of the Mexican Council on International Affairs (COMEXI). Professor 
Heredia was also part of the Independent Task Force on Building a North American Community, 
sponsored by the Council on Foreign Relations in 2005, as well as a member of the International 
Committee of the Latin American Migrant Community Summit. Since 2008, he has served on the 
Advisory Board of the Mexico Institute at the Wilson Center. Professor Heredia has authored numerous 
journal articles and half a dozen book chapters on economics, multilateral banks, international relations of 
subnational governments, migration, North American integration, and Mexico-China bilateral relations. 

Eric Hershberg is Director of the Center for Latin American & Latino Studies and Professor of 
Government at American University. From 2007-2009 he was Professor of Political Science and Director 
of Latin American Studies at Simon Fraser University (SFU), in Vancouver, Canada. He received his 
Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and has taught at New York University, Southern 
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Illinois University, Columbia, Princeton, and The New School. Prior to arriving at SFU he served for 
fifteen years as a Program Director at the Social Science Research Council in New York City. His 
research focuses on the comparative politics of Latin America, and on the politics of development. 
Current research projects analyze the state of democracy and emerging development strategies in South 
America, and the ways in which elites exercise power in Central America. He has served as a consultant 
to numerous development and educational agencies, including the Ford Foundation, the World Bank, and 
the Swedish International Development Agency. 

José Luis Lezama a Professor at the Center for Demographic, Urban, and Environmental Studies at El 
Colegio de México as well as a guest lecturer at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He holds a 
Ph.D. in Social Sciences with a specialization in Environmental Politics from University College-London. 
His research focuses on the human construction of the world, politics of energy, and sustainability. He is 
the co-author of Los Grandes Problemas de México, a 16 volume collection that was published to 
commemorate El Colegio’s 50th anniversary in 2010. 

Tom Long is an Assistant Professor in New Rising World Powers in the Department of Politics and 
International Studies at the University of Warwick (UK). He was previously a Lecturer in International 
Relations at the University of Reading (UK) and a visiting professor in the Division of International 
Studies at CIDE. He holds a Ph.D. in International Relations from American University’s School of 
International Service. Professor Long studies U.S.-Latin America relations, foreign policy, Latin 
American politics, and the role of small and middle powers in asymmetrical relations. He recently 
published Latin America Confronts the United States: Asymmetry and Influence (Cambridge University 
Press, 2015), which was named one of the best books of 2016 by Foreign Affairs. 

Marcela López Vallejo is an Assistant Professor at CIDE-Región Centro in Aguascalientes. She holds a 
Ph.D. in International Relations and a Masters in North American Studies both from la Universidad de las 
Américas, Puebla (UDLAP). Her work centers on North American environmental politics, in particular 
the politics of climate change. She is the author of Reconfiguring Global Climate Governance in North 
America (Routledge, 2014) and co-author of Environmental Policy in North America: Approaches, 
Capacity, and the Management of Transboundary Issues (University of Toronto Press, 2015). 

Gerardo Maldonado is an Assistant Professor and Researcher in the International Studies Division at 
CIDE, and a Doctoral Candidate in Political and Social Science at the Universidad Pompeu Fabra (Spain). 
He is the co-author of the article “Revisiting the Dark Side of Political Deliberation. The Effects of Media 
and Political Discussion on Political Interest” published in Public Opinion Quarterly (2014). 

Inu Manak is a Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of Government at Georgetown University and a 
Visiting Scholar at the Cato Institute, specializing in international political economy, with an emphasis on 
trade and development. Her research focuses on the escalation of early stage trade conflicts and the role of 
private actors at the World Trade Organization (WTO), and challenges to legal capacity building in 
developing countries. Manak holds a M.A. in International Affairs at American University and a B.A. in 
Political Science at Simon Fraser University (Canada). 

Claudia Masferrer Leon is a Professor in the Center for Demographic, Urban and Environmental 
Studies at El Colegio de México as well as adjunct faculty at McGill University. She holds a Ph.D. in 
Sociology from McGill University. Her scholarship bridges sociology and demography and examines 
how policy impacts immigration, immigrant integration, and family dynamics. She most recently 
published Connecting the Dots: Emerging Migration Trends and Policy Questions in North and Central 
America (Migration Information Source, 2018) 
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Claudia Maya is a Researcher at the Center for Research on North America (CISAN) and Professor at 
the National Autonomous University of México (UNAM). She holds a Ph.D. in Economics from UNAM, 
a Masters in Economics from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, and a Masters in Finance from the 
UNAM School of Accounting and Business Administration. Her research focuses on the study of 
international economics, in particular the changes in the North American financial system. She is 
currently working on a research project titled “Transformación de las estructuras financieras en los 
Estados Unidos y Canadá: un análisis prospectivo de la secularización.” 

Asa McKercher is an Assistant Professor of History at Royal Military College of Canada and a Senior 
Fellow at the Bill Graham Centre for Contemporary International History. He was previously an Assistant 
Professor at McMaster University (Canada). He holds a Ph.D. in History from the University of 
Cambridge. Professor McKercher’s research concerns the history of Canadian international relations with 
a special interest in Canada-Latin America relations and in Canada-Cuba relations. Professor McKercher 
is the author of more than a dozen articles and chapters, and recently published Camelot and Canada: 
Canadian-American Relations in the Kennedy Era (Oxford University Press, 2016). 

Juan Carlos Moreno is a Professor at la Universidad Nacional Autonoma de México. He holds a Ph.D. 
from Cambridge University. He has published several books on economic history and dynamics in 
Mexico and Latin America. Most recently he published Sistemas de Control de la Auditoría Superior de 
la Federación. Repensar la fiscalización y el control parlamentario en el ámbito nacional e internacional 
(2018). 

Clarisa Pérez-Armendáriz is an Associate Professor at Bates College. She holds a Ph.D. in Government 
from the University of Texas-Austin. Her research explores how international migrants affect political 
and economic development in their origin countries, and specializes in Mexican politics and in U.S.-
Mexico migration. Her article “Do Migrants Remit Democracy? International Migration, Political Beliefs, 
and Behavior in Mexico” (2009) was featured in the journal Comparative Political Studies. Professor 
Pérez-Armendáriz also served as a U.S. Foreign Service officer in Mexico City. 

Jean Francois Prud’homme is a Professor and Coordinator at the Center for International Studies at El 
Colegio de México. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from York University in Toronto. His research 
focuses on the politics of opposition in Mexico as well as parties and political institutions in Latin 
America. 

Jayesh Rathod is a Professor of Law at American University Washington College of Law, and founding 
Director of the law school’s Immigrant Justice Clinic. He is currently serving as the Interim Director of 
CLALS. Professor Rathod’s areas of expertise and scholarly interests include immigration law, labor and 
employment law, occupational safety and health, and clinical legal education. Prior to joining the faculty, 
he was a Staff Attorney at CASA of Maryland, representing low-wage immigrant workers on 
employment law and immigration matters, and participating in worker education, organizing, and 
advocacy efforts. He also practiced in the litigation section at Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering LLP, and was 
law clerk to the Honorable Louis F. Oberdorfer, of the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia. He is a graduate of Columbia Law School and Harvard College. Professor Rathod has been 
recognized for his innovative teaching, including the use of technology and the promotion of bilingual 
education within U.S. law schools. 

Isabelle Rousseau is a Professor and Researcher at El Colegio de México and an Associate Researcher at 
the Centre d’etudes et de Recherches Internationales at Science Po. She holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from 
the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales. Her research focuses on good governance of national 
oil and gas companies in Venezuela and Brazil, as well as oil and gas diplomacy in Latin America. She 
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recently published the article “Oil Reform: The National Data Repository as the Key Successful Factor of 
the Upstream Opening in Mexico” (OGEL, 2016). 

José Arturo Santa Cruz is a Professor at the Center for Social Sciences and Humanities at the 
Universidad de Guadalajara and Director of the Center for North American Studies. He holds a Ph.D. in 
Political Science from Cornell University. His research focuses on International Relations theory, regional 
integration, and Mexican foreign policy. Most recently he published “U.S. Hegemony is what the 
President does of it: Foreign Policy and Multilateralism during the Obama Administrations” (University 
of Guadalajara, 2017) 

Gema Santamaría is an Assistant Professor of Latin American History at Loyola University Chicago 
and a 2017-2018 Visiting Fellow at the Kellogg Institute for International Studies at the University of 
Notre Dame. Previously, she was an Assistant Professor and Director of the Undergraduate Program in 
International Relations at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM). She holds a Ph.D. in 
Sociology and History from The New School. Professor Santamaría’s research focuses on violence and 
vigilantism in Mexico in the context of the relationship between the United States and Mexico. Her thesis 
on lynching violence in Mexico won the Charles Hale Prize for best dissertation on Mexican history from 
the Latin American Studies Association. She is the co-editor of Violence and Crime in Latin America: 
Representations and Politics (University of Oklahoma Press, 2017), and held a fellowship at the 
University of California-San Diego, Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies. 

Jaime Sempere is a Professor and Director at the Center for Economic Studies at El Colegio de Mexico. 
He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from El Instituto Universitario Europeo in Florence. His research focuses 
on public economies, commerce, and the environment as well as political competency. Most recently he 
published the article “The Social Cost of Fishery Subsidy Reforms” (Marine Policy, 2017). 

Sergio Silva is a Professor and Director at the Program for International Relations at Instituto 
Tecnologico Autonomo de México (ITAM), where he teaches history of the United States and Latin 
America. He holds a Ph.D. in History from Harvard University. Professor Silva has published works 
ranging from economic development in Latin America to political relations between the U.S. and Latin 
America. He most recently published “The Economic Project of the Mexican Revolution” (Fondo de 
Cultura Economica, 2010). 

Daniela Stevens is a Ph.D. Candidate in Political Science at American University’s School of Public 
Affairs. She is a recipient of the 2014 Tinker Field Research Grant, which supported her dissertation 
research titled “Uniting behind Presidential Bills Even in a Divided Congress: Evidence from Mexico’s 
National and Subnational Legislatures.” Her research focuses on national and subnational policies that put 
a price on carbon emissions; she recently wrote a blog posting titled “Mexico: Tough Congressional-
Executive Relations Ahead” (May 24, 2018) on American University’s Latin American Blog (AULA 
Blog), managed by CLALS. 

Maria Celia Toro is a Professor and Coordinator of PROMEC in the Center for International Studies at 
El Colegio de México. She holds a Masters in Political Science from Stanford University and is currently 
a Ph.D. Candidate in Political Science at Stanford. Professor Toro’s research focuses on International 
Relations theory, big power politics, and as well as the U.S.-Mexico drug trade. She has written many 
articles including “The Internationalization of Police: The DEA in Mexico” (1999). 

Blanca Torres is a Professor in the Center for International Studies at El Colegio de México. She holds a 
B.Phil. in Latin American Politics from the University of Oxford. Her research incudes water 
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management on the U.S.-Mexican border, the impact of transnational actors in Mexican politics, and 
Mexican foreign policy 

Gustavo F. Vega Canovas is a Professor at El Colegio de México. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science 
from Yale University. His research focuses on international political economy, the politics of economic 
development, and history of the U.S. and Canada. He recently published “Haiti: History and Dreams. 
Society, Art, and Culture” (El Colegio, 2017) 

Christopher Wilson is the Deputy Director of the Mexico Institute at the Wilson Center, where he leads 
the Institute’s research and programming on regional economic integration and U.S.-Mexico border 
affairs. He is a Ph.D. Candidate in the School of Public Policy at The University of Maryland-College 
Park, focusing geographically on the United States, Mexico, and North America. He has authored several 
articles, including “Working Together: Economic Ties between the United States and Mexico” (Wilson 
Center, 2011) and “The State of the Border Report” (Wilson Center, 2013). 


