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RESEARCH AREAS 

 

My main expertise is development economics, natural resource and environmental economics, and 

applied micro-econometrics.  My research focuses on the interface between economics and natural 

resource management issues in the context of smallholder agriculture in developing countries. 

These include smallholder agricultural behavior and decisions, sustainable land management, 

agricultural technology adoption, food security issues, behavioral economics and experiments in 

the context of smallholder agriculture, environmental valuation, climate change economics, and 

gender studies. 

  

EDUCATION 

 

Gothenburg University, Sweden, Ph.D. in Economics (2004) 

Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia, M.Sc. in Economics (1998) 

Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia, B.A. in Economics (1989) 

 

mailto:yesuf@american.edu
https://www.american.edu/cas/faculty/yesuf.cfm


 

EMPLOYMENT 

 

Associate Professor, Department of Economics, American University, Since May 2020 

Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, American University, Sept 2010-April 2020. 

Research Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, Kansas State University, 

March-August 2010 (Research Affiliation). 

Assistant Professor, Economics, Addis Ababa University, 2005 – 2008 

Coordinator and Research Fellow, Environmental Economics Policy Forum for Ethiopia/ 

Ethiopian Development Research Institute, Ethiopia, 2005 – 2008 

Visiting Professor, African Economic Research Consortium, Nairobi, Kenya, 2009. 

Visiting Professor, Gothenburg University, Sweden, Fall 2004. 

Economist, Ethiopian Science and Technology Commission, Ethiopia, 1989-2000. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles 

“Gender and Perception of Climate Change in Ethiopia” (with Maria Floro and T. Woldesenbet), 

The International Journal of Climate Change: Impacts and Responses 11 (2019), pp. 

21-39. 

”Consumption Discount Rates, Risk Aversion and Wealth in Low Income Countries: Evidence 

from a Field Experiment in Rural Ethiopia” (with Randall Bluffstone), Journal of 

African Economies 28 (2019), pp. 18-38. 

”Ambiguity Aversion Among Student Subjects: The Role of Probability Interval and Emotional 

Parameters” (with Robert Feinberg), Applied Economic Letters 23 (August 2016), pp. 

235-238. 

”Livestock and Private Tree Holdings in Rural Ethiopia: The Effects of Collective Action 

Institutions, Tenure Security and Market Access” (with Randall Bluffstone, T. Uehara, B. 

Bushie, D. Damite), Journal of Development Studies 51 (August 2015), pp. 1193-1209. 

”Strategies to Adapt to Climate Change and Farm Productivity in the Nile Basin of Ethiopia: 

Evidence from the Nile Basin, Ethiopia” (with Salvatore Di Falco and G. Kohlin), 

Climate Change Economics 3 (October 2012), PP. 1-18. 

https://cgscholar.com/bookstore/works/gender-and-perception-of-climate-change-in-ethiopia?category_id=common-ground-publishing
https://academic.oup.com/jae/article-abstract/28/1/18/5036090?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/jae/article-abstract/28/1/18/5036090?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13504851.2015.1066487?journalCode=rael20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13504851.2015.1066487?journalCode=rael20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220388.2015.1028533?journalCode=fjds20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220388.2015.1028533?journalCode=fjds20
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-011-9538-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-011-9538-y


“Estimating the Impact of Climate Change on Agriculture in Low Income Countries: Household 

Level Evidence from the Nile Basin, Ethiopia” (with Salvatore Di Falco, G. Kohlin and 

C. Ringler), Environmental and Resource Economics 52 (August 2012), pp. 457-478. 

“Soil and Water Conservation Technologies” A Buffer Against Production Risk in the Face of 

Climate Change” (with Edward Kato, C. Ringler, and E. Bryan), Agricultural Economics 

42 (September 2011), pp. 593-604. 

“Does Adaptation to Climate Change Provide Food Security? A Micro Perspective from 

Ethiopia” (with Salvatore Di Falco and M. Versonesi), American Journal of 

Agricultural Economics 93 (April 2011), pp. 825-842. 

“Farmers’ Preferences for Crop Variety Traits: Lessons for On-Farn Conservation and 

Technology Adoption”  (with Sinafikeh Asrat, F. Carlsson, and E. Wale), Ecological 

Economics 69 (October 2010), pp. 2394-2401. 

“Production Risk and Farm Technology Adoption in the Rain-Fed Semi Arid Lands of Kenya” 

(with Maurice Ogada and W. Nyangena), African Journal of Agricultural and Resource 

Economics 4 (September 2010), pp. 159-174. 

“Global Carbon Markets: Opportunities for Sub-Saharan Africa in the Agriculture and Forestry” 

(with Elizabeth Bryan, W. Akpalu, and C. Ringler), Climate and Development 2 (June 

2010), pp. 309-331. 

“Seeds for Livelihood: Crop Biodiversity and Food Production in Ethiopia” (with Salvatore Di 

Falco, and M. Bezabih), Ecological Economics 69 (June 2010), pp. 1695-1702. 

“Poverty, Risk Aversion and Path Dependence in Low Income Countries: Experimental 

Evidence from Ethiopia”  (with Randall Bluffstone),  American Journal of Agricultural 

Economics 91 (November 2009), pp.1022-1037. 

“Determinants of Farmers’ Choice of Adaptation Methods to Climate Change in the Nile Basin 

of Ethiopia” (with Temesgen Deressa, R. Hassan, C. Ringler and T. Alemu), Global 

Environmental Change 19 (May 2009), pp. 248-255.  

“Estimating Returns to Soil Conservation Adoption in the Northern Ethiopian Highlands” (with 

Menale Kassie, J. Pender, G. Kohlin, A. Bluffstone, and E. Mulugeta), Agricultural 

Economics 38 (March 2008), pp. 213-232. 

 

 

Books 

 

Estimating Household Energy Demand for Rural Ethiopia Using AIDS: Household Fuel Choice 

(with Dawit Guta), LAP LAMBERT Academic Publishing, 2010. ISBN: 3843368937.  

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-011-9538-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-011-9538-y
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1574-0862.2011.00539.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1574-0862.2011.00539.x
https://academic.oup.com/ajae/article-abstract/93/3/829/96633?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajae/article-abstract/93/3/829/96633?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800910002727
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800910002727
https://ideas.repec.org/a/ags/afjare/93865.html
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.3763/cdev.2010.0057
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800910001205
https://academic.oup.com/ajae/article-abstract/91/4/1022/48629?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ajae/article-abstract/91/4/1022/48629?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378009000156
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378009000156
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1574-0862.2008.00295.x
https://www.amazon.com/Estimating-Household-Energy-Demand-Ethiopia/dp/3843368937
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Estimating-Household-Energy-Demand-Ethiopia/dp/3843368937/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1349804211&sr=1-1


Farmers’ Derived Demand for Sorghum Genetic Diversity in Ethiopia: Economics of Sorghum 

Genetic Diversity in Ethiopia (with Chalachew. Temesgen). VDM Publisher, 2009 ISBN 

9783639191950. 

 

Book Chapters 

 

“Risk Preferences and Technology Adoption: Case Studies from Ethiopian Highlands” in 

Agricultural Investment and Productivity: Building Sustainability in East Africa,, Randall 

Bluffstone and Gunnar Kohlin (editors), Routledge and RFF Press, 2011, pp.67-78. 

“Farmers’ Choice between Public Goods and Agricultural Extension Packages in Ethiopia: A 

Stated Preference Analysis” in Choice Experiments in Developing Countries: 

Implementations, Challenges and Policy Implications, Jeff Bennett and Ekin Birol 

(editors), Edward Egar, 2010, Chapter 11. 

 

Other Research Reports 

 

“Ethiopia: Time Use Surveys and Policy Case”, UN Foundation, 2017. 

“A Stakeholders’ Analysis on Sustainable Land Management in Ethiopia: Assessment of 

Opportunities, Strategies Constraints, Information Needs, and Knowledge Gaps”  (with 

Minale Kassie, G. Zeleke, and J. Pender), Thematic Paper at the World Bank, 2007 

(Peer-Reviewed)  

”Cost of Land Degradation in Ethiopia: A Critical Review of Past Studies” (with Minale Kassie, 

A. Mekonnen and J. Pender, Thematic Paper at the World Bank, 2007 (Peer-Reviewed)  

“Determinants and Impacts of Land Management Technologies in the Ethiopian Highlands: A 

Literature Review” (with John Pender),  Thematic Paper at the World Bank, 2007 (Peer-

Reviewed).  

”Reducing Vulnerability in Ethiopia: Addressing the Implications of Climate Change: 

Integration of Results from Phase I” (with Declan Conway, L. Schipper, and M. Kassie), 

University of East Anglia and DFID/ UK, 2007. 

“Risk, Time and Land Management Decisions under Market Imperfections: Applications to 

Ethiopia”, PhD Dissertation, 2004. 

 

Working Papers 

“Demand for Drought Tolerance in Africa: Selection of Drought Tolerant Maize Seed Using 

Framed Field Experiments” (with Timothy Dalton and L. Muhammad),  Annual Meeting, 

https://www.amazon.com/Farmers-Derived-Sorghum-Diversity-Ethiopia/dp/3639191951
https://www.amazon.com/Farmers-Derived-Sorghum-Diversity-Ethiopia/dp/3639191951
https://www.routledge.com/Agricultural-Investment-and-Productivity-Building-Sustainability-in-East/Kohlin-Bluffstone/p/book/9781617260919
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/choice-experiments-in-developing-countries?___website=uk_warehouse
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/choice-experiments-in-developing-countries?___website=uk_warehouse
https://www.data2x.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Data2x-TUS-Case-Studies-Ethiopia.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/279271468030350116/pdf/611350ESW0Whit1akeholder0Assessment.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/279271468030350116/pdf/611350ESW0Whit1akeholder0Assessment.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/415601468037545723/The-cost-of-land-degradation-in-Ethiopia-a-review-of-past-studies
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/753391468021600129/Determinants-of-the-adoption-of-sustainable-land-management-practices-and-their-impacts-in-the-Ethiopian-highlands
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/753391468021600129/Determinants-of-the-adoption-of-sustainable-land-management-practices-and-their-impacts-in-the-Ethiopian-highlands
https://people.uea.ac.uk/en/publications/reducing-vulnerability-in-ethiopia-addressing-the-implications-of-climate-change-integration-of-results-from-phase-i(bb3edec0-151d-416c-940d-798cadeb6ff1)/export.html
https://people.uea.ac.uk/en/publications/reducing-vulnerability-in-ethiopia-addressing-the-implications-of-climate-change-integration-of-results-from-phase-i(bb3edec0-151d-416c-940d-798cadeb6ff1)/export.html
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/2942
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/handle/2077/2942
https://ideas.repec.org/p/ags/aaea11/103712.html
https://ideas.repec.org/p/ags/aaea11/103712.html
https://ideas.repec.org/s/ags/aaea11.html


Agricultural and Applied Economics Association. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 103712, 

2011. 

“Risk Implications of Farm Technology Adoption in the Ethiopian Highlands” (with Menale 

Kassie and G. Kohlin), RFF/EfD Discussion Paper 09-13, Washington, D.C., 2009. 

 “Market Imperfections and Farm Technology Adoption: A Case Study from the Highlands of 

Ethiopia”_(with Gunnar Kohlin), RFF/EfD Discussion Paper 08-04. Washington, D.C., 

2008. 

 ”Do Discount Rates Change Overtime?: Experimental Evidence in Ethiopia” (with Heather 

Klemick), RFF/EfD Discussion Paper 08-06, Washington, D.C., 2008. 

 

Work in Progress 

 

Yesuf, M., Preparing Four Articles for Special Issue of International Journal of  Care and Caring, 

under the title “Care Economy in Developing Countries” (co-authored with M. Meurs, and 

Global Scholars in Brazil, Ghana, Kazakhstan, and Mongolia). 

  

Yesuf, M., "Empty Fishing Nets and Migration Patterns in West Africa" (co-authored with A. 

Rahim, W. Akpalu, N. Laurentsyeva). 

 

Yesuf, M. “Foreign Debt, Political Freedom and Natural Resource Depletion: Evidence from 

Cross Country Study”. (Co-authored with Joseph Melin). 

 

TEACHING 

 

American University, Department of Economics, Washington D.C. (Since September 2010).  

• Undergraduate Courses Taught:  Microeconomics, Economics of Environmental Policy, 

Applied Econometrics I, Senior Research Seminar, and Economic Development. 

• Graduate courses Taught:  Applied Econometrics I & II, Survey of African Economies, 

and Environmental Economics, MA Capstone Seminar. 

• Develop and Teach online courses with Deltak: Applied Econometrics I & II. 

• Dissertation Committee Member: Current: Sydney Gourley, Amineh Kamranzadeh, 

Muhammad Abdullah Ali Malik. 

 

Addis Ababa University, Department of Economics (1998-99, 2004-2008)  

• Undergraduate Courses Taught: Principles of Economics, Basic Microeconomics, and 

History of Economic Thought. 

https://ideas.repec.org/s/ags/aaea11.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep14910?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.rff.org/publications/working-papers/market-imperfections-and-farm-technology-adoption-decisionsa-case-study-from-the-highlands-of-ethiopia/
https://www.rff.org/publications/working-papers/market-imperfections-and-farm-technology-adoption-decisionsa-case-study-from-the-highlands-of-ethiopia/
https://www.rff.org/publications/working-papers/do-discount-rates-change-over-time-experimental-evidence-from-ethiopia/


• Graduate Courses Taught: Advanced Microeconomics, Advanced Econometrics, 

Environmental Valuation and Policy Analysis. 

• Supervised more than 8 M.Sc. theses in the area of Environmental Economics. I worked 

with some of them to publish their theses into books. 

African Economic Research Consortium (Summer 2009):  

• Graduate Courses Taught: Environmental Valuation and Policy (This is a joint M.Sc.  

program in Economics for African Students coming from 18 universities to take elective 

courses under joint facility in Nairobi. The course involves class lectures and computer 

labs). 

University of Nairobi, School of Economics (September 2009).  

• Graduate Course Taught: Environmental Valuation and Policy to 26 M.Sc. students. 

Gothenburg University, Sweden (Fall 2004).  

• PhD Courses Taught:  Environmental Valuation and Behavioral Economics (Lectures and 

computer labs). 

 

GRADUATE THESIS SUPERVISION 

 

 

Hoa Vo (2023). “Three Essays on Gender and Development”, Ph.D. Dissertation Committee 

(Successfully defended Ph.D. Dissertation Proposal in December 2023). 

Muhammad Abdullah Malik (2019-2022), "Three Contemporary Issues in Development 

Economics," PhD. Dissertation Committee ((Successfully defended Ph.D. Dissertation in 

April 2022). 

Sydney Gourlay (2017-2019). “Do Methods Matter? Implications for Understanding Agricultural 

Productivity Drivers in Smallholder Farming Systems. Ph.D. Dissertation Committee. 

(Successfully defended Ph.D. Dissertation in May 2019). 

Amineh Kamranzadeh (Since 2018) “Network and Peer Effects: Social Multipliers and 

Aggregate Outcomes”. Ph.D. Dissertation Committee. (Successfully defended the Ph.D. 

Dissertation Proposal on August 2018). 



Mariana Oliveira Cardozo. 2019. “The Effect of Feminization of Legislative Bodies on Labor 

Outcomes”. Independent study (M.Sc. Substantial Research Paper), School of 

International Service, American University, USA. 

Muhammad Abdullah Ali Malik (Since 2019). “R4 Rural Resilience Program and Food Security: 

The Tale of Senegal”. Ph.D. Dissertation Committee. (Preparing the proposal). 

Ayna Verella. 2014. “Natural Disasters, Agriculture and Development”. Independent study 

(M.Sc.), Department of Economics, College of Arts and Sciences, American University, 

USA. 

Veronica Nigh. 2012. “Understanding Federal Water Quality Regulation”. Independent study 

(M.Sc.), Department of Economics, College of Arts and Sciences, American University, 

USA. 

Girma G. Selassie. 2006. “Valuing Improved Lake Quality Using Choice Experiment: A Case 

Study for Lake Awassa”. M.Sc. Thesis, Department of Economics, Faculty of Business 

and Economics, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. 

Medhin Assefa, 2006. “Household Demand for Improved Water Services in Urban Areas: The 

case of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia”. M.Sc. Thesis, Department of Economics, Faculty of 

Business and Economics, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia 

Tolina Tuffa. 2006. “Household’s Willingness to Pay for Improved Solid Waste Management: 

Contingent valuation Study in Adama, Ethiopia”. M.Sc. Thesis, Department of 

Economics, Faculty of Business and Economics, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. 

(Given Best M.Sc Economics Thesis Award of the year 2006 by the Ethiopian Economic 

Association) 

Ejigu Alemu. 2007. “Contingent Valuation of Environmental Benefits of Improving Urban 

Forest: The Case of Adama City”. M.Sc. Thesis, Department of Economics, Faculty of 

Business and Economics, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. 

Seleshi Fantu. 2007. “Households’ Willingness to Pay for Improved Solid Waste Management: 

The case of Common Building Residences in Addis Ababa”. M.Sc. Thesis, Department 

of Economics, Faculty of Business and Economics, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. 

Sinafikeh Asrat. 2008. “Economic Analysis of Farmers’ Preferences for Crop Variety Traits 

Using a Choice Experiment Approach: Lessons for On-Farm Conservation and 

Technology Adoption in Ethiopia”. M.Sc. Thesis, Department of Economics, Faculty of 



Business and Economics, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. (Given Best M.Sc. 

Economics Thesis Award of the year 2008 by the Ethiopian Economic Association) 

Dawit Diriba. 2008. “Estimating Household Energy Demand of Rural Ethiopia Using an Almost 

Ideal Demand System (AIDS)”. M.Sc. Thesis, Department of Economics, Faculty of 

Business and Economics, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. (Published in the form of 

Book) 

Chalachew Temesgen. 2008. “Economic Analysis of Farmers’ Derived Demand to Diversify on 

Local Sorghum Varieties. Implication for on Farm Genetic Resource Conservation: for 

the Case Study of Tehuldere Woreda; South Wollo Zone”. M.Sc. Thesis, Department of 

Economics, Faculty of Business and Economics, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. 

(Published in the form of Book). 

 

MENTORSHIP AND PARTINERSHIP 

 

Student Mentorship (September 2023 through April 2024): 

 

Mentored Sosina Gebremichael (my undergraduate student) to present her Capstone paper in an 

undergraduate conference organized by Easter Economic Association, and Robyn 

Mathias Undergraduate Conference, CAS, AU. The paper was entitled " Divine Divides 

and Economic Differentials: Investigating the Impact of Religious Affiliation and 

Participation on Gender and Wage Disparities in American Society”. The paper was later 

selected and given Meade award as the best undergraduate research paper in the 

department. 

Mentored Joseph Melin (my undergraduate student) to present his Capstone paper in an 

undergraduate conference organized by Easter Economic Association, and Robyn 

Mathias Undergraduate Conference, CAS, AU. The paper was entitled " The Impact of 

Political Freedom on Resource Depletion”. The paper was later selected and given Meade 

award as the best undergraduate research paper in the department. 

. Mentored Allyson Porter (my undergraduate student) to present her Capstone paper in an 

undergraduate conference organized by Easter Economic Association. The paper was 

entitled " Financial Inclusion for Ever-Married Women of Bangladesh”. 



. Mentored Tayce Shamamian (my undergraduate student) to present his Capstone paper in an 

undergraduate conference organized by Easter Economic Association. The paper was 

entitled " Subnational Determinants of FDI in the United States”. 

 

Student Mentorship (September 2019 through March 2020): 

 

Mentored Madison Mauro (my undergraduate student) to present  her Capstone paper in an 

undergraduate conference organized by Easter Economic Association. The paper was 

entitled " The Conventional and the Conceptual: Evaluating the Impact of Economic 

Growth on Gender Inequality and Development. The paper was later selected and 

awarded as the best undergraduate research paper in the department. 

 

Mentored Katrina Breidenbach, (my undergraduate student) to present her Capstone paper in an 

undergraduate conference organized by Easter Economic Association. The paper was 

entitled " Multilevel Marketing Firms: An Examination of Participation Drivers and 

Financial Success”. 

Mentored Rylie Greene (my undergraduate student) to present and publish her Capstone paper in 

an undergraduate conference organized by Easter Economic Association. The paper was 

entitled " Women in Labor Market: The Effect of Years of Schooling on Labor Force 

Participation in the Service, Industrial, and Agricultural Sectors Across Countries" and 

later published in Issues of Political Economy (Vol 29(2), 2020, 141-164). 

Other students’ membership includes Capstone research by Nathaniel Edenfield (2017/18) Alaa 

Chaker (2016/17), Logan Billman (2016/17), Michael Bassett (2014/15), Leonardo 

Pedicelli (2014/15), Emily Ellis (2014/15). All of them won either best undergraduate 

research award of the department or the college, and published their papers in 

undergraduate research journal (such as Issues of Political Economy published by Eastern 

Economic Association or Journal of Applied Business and Economics). 

 

Faculty Advisor, Ethiopian and Eritrean Student Organization. (March 2016 - Present) 

My role as faculty advisor includes the following: Assist the organization in formulating 

long-range goals and in planning and initiating short-term projects; be present at 



organization sponsored events when necessary; promote student awareness of, and 

adherence to, policies governing student organization; serve as a resource person for 

alternative solutions to problems confronting the organization; assist in evaluating 

organization projects, performance, and progress; and make suggestions that will permit 

the officers to improve leadership skills. 

 

Summer Gender Workshop (May 2022-August 2022): 

 

Organized six gender summer workshops for graduate students, and past and current 

global scholars on our PGAE program. These workshops provided the opportunity for 

our graduate students and global scholars to present their work and get feedback. These 

workshops were organized together with Mieke Meurs. 

 

Summer Gender Workshop (May 2021-August 2021): 

 

Organized six gender summer workshops for graduate students, and past and current 

global scholars on our PGAE program. These workshops provided the opportunity for 

our graduate students and global scholars to present their work and get feedback. These 

workshops were organized together with Mieke Meurs. 

 

Mentoring Visiting Scholars (September 2021-today): 

  

Mentored visiting global scholas on our PGAE program with a continuous weekly 

informal meeting regarding their research ideas, curriculum development, and any 

administrative issues. These workshops were mainly led by me and Mieke Meurs 

 

Inclusive and Anti-Racist Curriculum Development (July 2021) 

 

Participated in an inclusive and anti-racist curriculum development initiative (led by 

Mary Hansen) in the department on principles of economics course. I have recorded a 

video on one topic on microeconomic principles. The videos will be embedded in an 

online open-source textbook that will be made available as supplemental material to 

faculty. 

 

Decolonizing Economics Workshop (Fall 2021):  

 



Mieke Meurs and myself have taken the initiative to organize a one-day conference to 

initiate conversation on a more inclusive economic teaching and curriculum. We 

organized a joint committee together with graduate and undergraduate student groups to 

plan the workshop, and recruit speakers. The conference was conducted on November 5, 

2022. The Conference started with a kick-off speaker (Dr. Rhonda Vonshay Sharpe, one 

of the experts on this issue President, Women's Institute for Science, Equity and Race), 

followed by two panel discussions by students and Economics Department faculty (on 

graduate and undergraduate teaching), and two parallel workshops (also focused on 

graduate and undergraduate teaching), with more specific discussions of selected syllabi. 

 

D-Econ Toolkit (Guideline) (2021/22) 

 

Based on the feedback received from the conference and we (me and Mieke Meurs) 

developed and shared toolkit/guideline that will make economics teaching and curriculum 

more inclusive. The guideline is submitted to the department chair, which will later be 

shared with econ faculty and conference participants. 

 

Heterodox Economics Canvas Module (Since Spring 2022) 

 

Inspired by the discussions and feedback from the D-Econ workshop, I have joined the 

heterodox economics working group trying to develop canvas modules on heterodox 

economics topics with the intention of making economics teaching more diverse and 

inclusive. I will be developing one module over summer 2022. 

Course Development (December 2022-April 2023) 

Revised Econ 623, and Econ 624 OL courses 

Partnership with International Organization 

Developed Gender Economics Course for use by African Researchers 

This is an online course designed to strengthen research capacities of African Researchers 

and Practitioners. Two Professors from PGAE, AU contributed modules to this course. I 

contributed two modules for this course, i.e., Gender Intersectionality Analysis of 

Microdata, and Gender and Climate Action in Fragile Food System. This initiative was 

financed by the International Development Research Center (IDRC, Canada) and 

implemented by Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP, Kenya. The course was entitled 



“Integrating Gender Equality and Inclusion (GEI) for Economic Research. The course is 

expected to go live as of September 2024. 

 

Conferences and presentations 

 

Served on the program committee for the Twenty 29th Annual Conference of the European 

Association of Environmental and Resource Economics coming up in July 2024 , 

Leuven, Belgium. 

Attended Care Conference, organized by CAS and Institute for Women’s Policy Research (April 

2024). 

Attended the 33rd Annual Ann Ferren Conference. CTRL, American University (January 2022). 

Attended CTRL Training on “Strategies for Promoting Racial Consciousness and Equity in the 

Classroom" (September 2021). 

Attended the 29th International Association of Feminist Economists (IAFEE) Annual Conference 

(Offered online in June 2021). 

Attended Intensive Course in Gender-Sensitive Macroeconomic Modelling: Care Work and the 

Economy, organized by American University and the Levy Economics Institute at Bard 

College (June 28-July 16, 2021). 

Guest Lecture on Econ 674. I Gave Lecture on Market Imperfections and Gender Wage Gap in 

Sub-Saharan Africa to Graduate Students. (March 2022). 

The Twenty Fourth  Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and 

Resource Economics, Manchester, UK, coming up in June/July 2019 (Program 

committee). 

Pathways to Gender Equality, Nov 2-3, 2018. American University, Washington College of Law 

(Program Committee Chair). 

The Twenty Third  Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and 

Resource Economics, Athens, Greece, June/July 2017 (Program committee). 

Gender and Perception of Climate Change in Rural Ethiopia,  Gender Seminar Series, 

Department of Economics, American University, January 2018 (Presenter). 

The Twenty Second  Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and 

Resource Economics, Zurich, Switzerland, June/July 2016 (Program committee). 



The Twenty First  Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and 

Resource Economists, Helsinki, Finland, June/July 2015 (Program committee). 

The Fifth World Conference of Environmental and Resource Economists, June/July 2014, 

Istanbul, Turkey (Program Committee). 

The Twentieth  Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and Resource 

Economists, Toulouse, France, June/July 2013 (Program committee). 

Attend the 2013 Annual American Economic Association meeting, San Diego, California, 

January 2013. 

The Nineteen Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and Resource 

Economists, Czech Republic, June 2012 (Program committee). 

International Conference on the Economics of Climate change Adaptation in low income 

countries, George Washington University, May 2011, (Presenter). 

Attend the 2010 Annual American Economic Association meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, January 

2010. 

The Seventeen Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and Resource 

Economists, Greece, June 2009 (Presenter and Program committee). 

Third Environment for Development Conference, Nairobi, November 2009 (Presenter). 

The Sixteen Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and Resource 

Economists, Sweden, June 2008 (Presenter and Program committee). 

First Environment for Development Conference, South Africa, November 2007 (Presenter). 

The Fifteen Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and Resource 

Economists, Greece, June 2007 (Presenter).  

Fifth International Conference on the Ethiopian Economy, Ethiopian Economics Association, 

Addis Ababa, June  2007 (Presenter and co-organizer on a special session on 

Environmental Economics). 

The Soil and Water Conservation Society’s 2007 annual conference, July 2007, Tampa, Florida, 

USA (Presenter). 

The Nile Basin Initiative Regional Meeting, Egypt, 2006 (Presenter). 

Stakeholder workshop on Sustainable Land Management, ILRI, Addis Ababa, May 2-3, 2006 

(Co-organizer with World Bank and Presenter).  



Third World Congress on Environmental and Resource Economics, Kyoto, July 3-7, 2006 

(Presenter). 

Third International Workshop on Sustainable Natural Resource Management, at Zhejiang Forest 

College, Hangzhou, China, January 8-9, 2005 (Presenter). 

Workshop on Land Degradation and Poverty at UNECA, May 31, 2005 (Co-organizer with the 

World Bank, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and the Environmental 

Protection Agency).  

International workshop on Sustainable Land Management, UNECA, Addis Ababa, May 30, 2005 

(Co-organizer with the World Bank and presenter).  

Third International Conference on the Ethiopian Economy, Ethiopian Economics Association, 

Addis Ababa, June  2005 (Presenter).  

The Thirteenth Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and Resource 

Economists, Budapest, June 2004 (Presenter). 

First  International Conference on the Ethiopian Economy, Ethiopian Economics Association, 

Addis Ababa, June 2003 (Presenter).  

First International Workshop on Sustainable Natural Resource Management, Sweden, October 

2002 (Presenter). 

 

PROJECTS AND INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIONS 

 

Time Use Survey and Care Policies in Ethiopia. Prepared an assessment report in Summer 2017 

(in collaboration with Maria Floro, American university). UN Foundation. 

Financial and economic feasibility of Sustainable Land Management Program-2 (SLMP-2) for 

Ethiopia (July-August 2013). The World Bank. Participated as key resource person. 

Experimental Study on Risk and Ambiguity Aversions among AU students (2012-2013). A Project 

funded by CAS’s Mellon Grant. 

Ex-Ante Economic Analysis of Water Efficient Maize for Africa (March-August 2010). A 

Research Project Financed by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in Collaboration with 

Kansas State University. Participating as a Research Analyst. 



Poverty and Land degradation in Ethiopia (2005-2007). A Study financed by International Food 

Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and the World Bank. Participated as Collaborator and 

Local Project Leader.  

A Cost Benefit Framework towards a Pro-Sustainable Land Management Decision Making 

Process in Ethiopia. A Study Financed by the World Bank’s TerrAfrica Initiative (2006). 

Participated as Collaborator and Local Project Leader.  

IFPRI: Food and Water Security under Global Change: Developing Adaptive Capacity with a 

Focus on Rural Africa (2006-2008). The Study is financed by IFPRI in collaboration with 

the German International Development Agency. Participated as Collaborator and Local 

Project Leader.  

Macro-Economic Impacts of Climate Change in Ethiopia. A consultancy work commissioned by 

Department for International Development (DFID), UK, July 2007, Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia. Participated as Collaborator and Local Project Leader. 

Ethiopian Government: Global Carbon Trading and Opportunities for Africa. A consultative note 

submitted to the Ethiopian Prime Minister’s Advisor Office upon their request, May 2007. 

Participated as Collaborator and Local Project Leader 

Economic and Financial Feasibility of Country Partnership Program for Sustainable Land 

Management Project (CPPSLM). A consultancy Work for Ministry of Agriculture and 

Rural Development of Ethiopia and commissioned by the World Bank. May 2007, Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia. Participated as Collaborator and Local Project Leader 

 

MAJOR SURVEYS 

 

Co-Lead Experimental Studies on Risk and Ambiguity Aversions among AU Students. A Research 

Project Funded by the CAS’s Mellon Grant (2013). 

Co-Lead Experimental Studies on Risk, Loss and Ambiguity Aversions, and Willingness to Pay 

for Water Efficient Maize in Eastern and Southern Africa. A Research Project Financed by 

the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in Collaboration with Kansas State University 

(March-August 2010). 



Led four rounds of the rural household surveys (2000-2008) of the Environmental Economics 

Policy Forum of the Ethiopian Development Research Institute, in collaboration with 

Gothenburg University, and funded by Swedish International Development Agency (Sida). 

Co-Led climate change household surveys (2005-2007) in the Nile Basin by the Ethiopian 

Development Research Institute in collaboration with IFPRI under the project entitled 

“Global Food and Water Security Under Global Change: Developing Adaptive Capacity 

with a Focus on Rural Africa” 

  



AMERICAN UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

 

Committee Member, Senate Committee on Faculty Action (Since August 2022) 

Committee Member, CAS Research Committee (September 2021-August 2023) 

Co-Chair, Gender Working Group (Since September 2021) 

Outreach Committee in the Department (Since September 2020) 

Committee Member, Undergraduate Studies Committee. (September 2019 – August 2020, 

Spring 2022, August 2022-April 2024).  

Among other things, I have been involved in setting new learning objectives. and 

developing a new undergraduate student Canvas page. I have also been involved in 

reviewing student developed course competition including 2024 winner of the 

undergraduate course on “Swiftonomics” (The Economic Impact of Taylor Swift)  by 

Megan Wysocki and Mackenzie Shultz which will be offered in Fall 2024. 

Committee Member, Term R&P Sub-Committee and Main Committee (Since September 2020) 

Committee Member, Merit Pay Committee. (2016/17, 2021/22) 

Seminar Review Committee Member and Workshop Facilitator for Fulbright Enrichment 

Seminar, organized by PGAE of AU’s Economics Department and State Department. 

May 15-18 2019.  

Undergraduate Faculty Advisor: 137 advisees in economics major and minor (2012-2021).  

Chair, Review Committee, International Conference on Pathways to Gender Equality, 

Department of Economics/IWPR, (February 2018-October 2018)  

Organizing Committee Member, U.S. Care Infrastructure Conference, organized by Program on 

Gender Analysis in Economics (PGAE) of AU and International Women’s Policy 

Research Institute (IWPR) (March 2022) 

Committee Member, Working Group on Graduate Education in Statistics, (October 2017-2020) 

Member, Gender Working Group (Since January 2018) 

Co-chair, Working Group on Gender Economics. (Since August 2022) 

Committee Member, Grievances committee. (April 2015 - 2020) 

Committee Member, Steering Group Member for Community of Practice on Online Learning. 

(April 2015 - 2020). 

Faculty Advisor, Faculty Advisor, Ethiopian and Eritrean Student Organization. (March 2016 - 

Present). 



 

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION 

 

Associate Editor, Environment and Development Economics Journal (Published by the 

Cambridge University, UK), 2011-2017. 

Editorial Board Member, Environment and Development Economics Journal (Published by the 

Cambridge University, UK), Since 2018 

Scientific Review Committee Member, National Socio-Environmental Synthesis Center 

(SESYNC), Annapolis, Maryland, (February 2015-2019). 

Research Advisory Council, World Vision-U.S., Washington D.C., USA, Elected. (2019-2022). 

Prof. Mieke Meurs and I were members of the Research Advisory Council (RAC) of 

World Vision U.S, Food Security and Livelihood Sector Strategy. The RAC will serve 

both strategic and tactical objectives. The RAC serves as the primary vehicle for defining 

and undertaking the research and learning agenda associated with the WVUS/FSL sector 

strategy. The RAC also plays a tactical role, serving as the first resource for identifying 

research, evaluation, and data analytics organizational partnerships on competitive donor 

funding opportunities. 

Program Committee for Annual Conferences on European Association of Environmental and 

Resource Economists, and World Conference of Environmental and Resource 

Economists (Since 2005) 

Referee for Journal of Environmental Economics and Management (JEEM), since 2014 

Referee for World Development, since 2014 

Referee for Ecological Economics, since 2014 

Referee for Agricultural Economics Journal, since 2013 

Referee for Journal of Socio-Economics, since 2013. 

Referee for Agricultural Economics Journal, since 2013 

Referee for Southern Journal of Economics, since 2012. 

Referee for Journal of Women’s Studies and International Forum, Harvard University, since 

2012. 

Referee for Scandinavian Journal of Economics, since 2011. 

Referee for Environment and Development Economics Journal, Since 2006. 



Referee for Ethiopian Journal of Economics since 2005 (published by the Ethiopian Economic 

Association)  

Referee for the Ethiopian Journal of Development Research (published by the Institute of 

Development Research, Addis Ababa University).  

Member, Ethiopian Economic Association 

Member, European Association of Environmental and Resource Economists (EAERE).



 
 


